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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address » 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed, 

6) [3 Claim(s) P9 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is; a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) [>3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)Kl All b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .[X] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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1) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) £3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 3 . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Term 
"therefor" is misspelled - should be "therefore" (Pg 4, Line 8); The macro button is part 
(38) NOT part (28) (Pg 5, Line 5); Term "followings" should not have an "s" on the end of the 
word (Pg 6, Lines 8 and 32); Power source control circuit is part (54) NOT part (38) (Pg 6, Line 
15); Part number for the A/D converter (66) should be specified in the specification (Pg 7, Line 
4); Part number for the Encoding part (88) is not specified in the specification;' Term "keyboards" 
should not have an "s" on the end of the word (Pg 8, Line 24); Display is part (94) NOT (92) (Pg 
9, Line 22; Pg 11, Line 23); The first use of "S928" should be "S916" (Pg 1 1 , Line 20); Term 
"operations" should not have an "s" on the end of the word (Pg 12, Line 6); "are arranged" can 
be deleted (Pg 4, Line 14); "A reference numbers" should be changed to "Reference numbers" 
(Pg 5, Line 24); "request" should be changed to "requests" (Pg 10, Line 29). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The use of the trademark BLUETOOTH has been noted in this application. It should be 
capitalized wherever it appears and be accompanied by the generic terminology. 

Although the use of trademarks is permissible in patent applications, the proprietary 
nature of the marks should be respected and every effort made to prevent their use in any 
manner which might adversely affect their validity as trademarks. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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4. Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Takahashi et al (US 2001/0043786 A1) hereafter referred to as Takahashi. 

Takahashi discloses a camera comprising a body (10), control parts (3, 68), and a 
wireless communication device (4) that transmits image data. Signal processing circuit 
(3) converts the video signal into a form that is suitable for display on monitor (25), and 
switch (68) selectively outputs video signals from the camera (10) to monitor (25) 
(Section 0030; Section 0032). The wireless communication device (4) transmits 
operation information to remotely control the external apparatus by causing monitor (25) 
to display an image the camera transmits. Takahashi further discloses the camera 
comprises lens group (1), imaging device (2), and recording device (9). 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takahashi et al (US 2001/0043786 A1) in view of Matsumoto et al (5796428) (hereafter 
referred to as Matsumoto). 

Takahashi discloses a camera as discussed above that communicates with an external 
monitor (25). The monitor comprises a wireless communication device (20) that 
communicates with the wireless communication device (4) of the camera. Takahashi 
further discloses a method of attaching auxiliary information to images from the camera 
and displaying the images with the attached information on monitor (25) (Section 0031). 



Application/Control Number: 09/933,197 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2615 

However, classifying the images into groups and displaying virtual folders that contain 
the groups of images is not specifically disclosed. 

Matsumoto discloses an electronic photography system that comprises image capturing 
unit (101) and image storage/display unit (102). Image data is captured by image 
capturing unit (101) and stored along with attribute data of the picture image data (Col 7, 
Lines 53-56). The storage/display unit accepts the attribute and image data from the 
image-capturing unit, creates album data based on the image and attribute data (Col 7, 
Lines 57-61; Col 8, Lines 18-19), and displays data on display (113). Display (113) 
classifies images received from image capturing unit (101) into groups according to the 
attribute information attached to the images and displays albums (virtual folders) that 
contain the image groups (Col 9, Lines 53-56; see Figs. 5, 7, 8). Matsumoto also 
discloses an attitude detector (2601) that detects the orientation of the image capturing 
unit at the time a picture is taken, and includes this information with the attribute data 
sent to the storage/display unit. This controls the storage/display unit to display the 
images in correct orientation (Col 12, Lines 62-67; Col 13, Lines 1-30). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that since Takahashi discloses transmitting auxiliary data with 
image data taken from a camera, to a monitor to be displayed, that the auxiliary data 
could also be used to group the images into "albums" based on the attribute data, in the 
manner taught by Matsumoto, to keep related pictures together in a place where they 
are easily accessible, and to minimize rearrangement and loss of pictures. 
7. Claims 3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takahashi et al (US 2001/0043786 A1) in view of Kiyokawa (US 6204877 B1). 
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Takahashi discloses a camera as discussed above, but does not specifically disclose a 
storing device that stores identification information, a specifying device that specifies an 
external apparatus, and an encoding device that encodes image data and operation 
information according to the identification information. 

Kiyokawa discloses an electronic image pickup system that comprises a master camera 
(1) and remotely controlled cameras (3). Master electronic camera (1) transmits 
operation data as control data to cameras (3) (Col 3, Lines 40-47). Memory (15) stores 
identification information along with image data for specifying the external cameras, and 
controller (20) specifies the external camera from the identification information (Col 1 1 , 
Lines 10-38). The remote cameras receive operation data from camera (1) and perform 
photographing and recording operations (such as encoding image data) in accordance 
with the operation data (Col 3, Lines 40-47). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a storing device, specifying device and encoding device, 
in the manner taught by Kiyokawa, in the camera assembly disclosed by Takahashi, to 
allow a plurality of external apparatuses the capability of communicating with the 
camera. 

8. Claims 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takahashi et al (US 2001/0043786 A1 ) in view of Kiyokawa (US 6204877 B1 ) as 
applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of Matsumoto et al (5796428). 

Takahashi in view of Kiyokawa, as discussed above, together disclose a camera 
comprising a camera body, control part, wireless communication devices, storing device, 
specifying device and encoding device. They do not specifically disclose a method of 
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classifying images into groups and displaying virtual folders that contain the groups of 
images is not disclosed. 

Matsumoto discloses an electronic photography system wherein display (113) classifies 
images received from image capturing unit (101) into groups according to the attribute 
information attached to the images and displays albums (virtual folders) that contain the 
image groups (Col 9, Lines 53-56; see Figs. 5, 7, 8) (as discussed above). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that the invention disclosed by Takahashi in view of Kiyokawa could 
be modified by incorporating auxiliary data that could be used to group images into 
"albums" based on the attribute data, in the manner taught by Matsumoto, to keep 
related pictures together in a place where they are easily accessible, and to minimize 
rearrangement and loss of pictures. 
9. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takahashi et al (US 2001/0043786 A1) in view of Matsumoto et al (5796428). 

Takahashi discloses a camera comprising a body (10), control parts (3, 68), and a 
wireless communication device (4) that transmits image data. Signal processing circuit 
(3) converts the video signal into a form that is suitable for display on monitor (25), and 
switch (68) selectively outputs video signals from the camera (10) to monitor (25) 
(Section 0030; Section 0032). The wireless communication device (4) transmits 
operation information to remotely control the external apparatus by causing monitor (25) 
to display an image the camera transmits. Takahashi further discloses the camera 
comprises lens group (1), imaging device (2), and recording device (9). However, 
classifying the images into groups and displaying virtual folders that contain the groups 
of images is not specifically disclosed. 
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Matsumoto discloses an electronic photography system that comprises image capturing 
unit (101) and image storage/display unit (102). Image data is captured by image 
capturing unit (101) and stored along with attribute data of the picture image data (Col 7, 
Lines 53-56). The storage/display unit accepts the attribute and image data from the 
image-capturing unit, creates album data based on the image and attribute data (Col 7, 
Lines 57-61; Col 8, Lines 18-19), and displays data on display (113). Display (113) 
classifies images received from image capturing unit (101) into groups according to the 
attribute information attached to the images and displays albums (virtual folders) that 
contain the image groups (Col 9, Lines 53-56; see Figs. 5, 7, 8). Matsumoto also 
discloses an attitude detector (2601) that detects the orientation of the image capturing 
unit at the time a picture is taken, and includes this information with the attribute data 
sent to the storage/display unit. This controls the storage/display unit to display the 
images in correct orientation (Col 12, Lines 62-67; Col 13, Lines 1-30). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that since Takahashi discloses transmitting auxiliary data with 
image data taken from a camera, to a monitor to be displayed, that the auxiliary data 
could be used to group the images into "albums" based on the attribute data, in the 
manner taught by Matsumoto, to keep related pictures together in a place where they 
are easily accessible, and to minimize rearrangement and loss of pictures. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ward et al (US 2001/0022618 A1) disclose a network 
configuration file for automatically transmitting images from an electronic still camera. 
The camera allows images to be transmitted via wireless communication to a desired 
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destination based on data read from the network configuration file. Hong (5179446) 
discloses radio transmitting and receiving circuits of a video camera having a detached 
viewfinder wherein the circuits operate through wireless communication. Beller et al 
(6046712) disclose a head mounted communication system for providing interactive 
visual communications with a remote system. The head mounted communication 
system includes a camera to pick up an image, and provides for two-way 
communication between the camera and a remote display system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tia M Harris whose telephone number is 703-305-4807. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 am - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-9314 for regular communications and 703-308-6606 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4700. 

March 7, 2002 
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